
The Art of FictionThe Art of Fiction

RevisingRevising key key conceptsconcepts

““Modern fiction has tended to Modern fiction has tended to 
suppress the authorial voice, by suppress the authorial voice, by 

presenting the action through the presenting the action through the 
consciousness of the characters, or consciousness of the characters, or 

by handing over to them the by handing over to them the 
narrative task itselfnarrative task itself”” (David (David LodgeLodge))



NarratorsNarrators accordingaccording toto GenetteGenette
MonodiegeticMonodiegetic
internal= one of the characters in the storyinternal= one of the characters in the story
AutodiegeticAutodiegetic
protagonist = narrator (Galloway, Banks, protagonist = narrator (Galloway, Banks, 
KureishiKureishi))
HeterodiegeticHeterodiegetic
External (with or without internal focalization External (with or without internal focalization 
= non= non--omniscient and omniscient) (Doyle, omniscient and omniscient) (Doyle, 
McEwanMcEwan, Kennedy, Carter), Kennedy, Carter)
MetadiegeticMetadiegetic
narrator within a narrative (Gray)narrator within a narrative (Gray)



TodorovTodorov and the and the fantasticfantastic
The marvellous/ le The marvellous/ le merveilleuxmerveilleux
no rational explanation of the no rational explanation of the 
supernatural is providedsupernatural is provided
The uncanny / The uncanny / ll’é’étrangetrange
a rational explanation is possiblea rational explanation is possible
The fantastic / le The fantastic / le fantastiquefantastique
wavering between a rational and a wavering between a rational and a 
supernatural explanationsupernatural explanation



BakhtinBakhtin and and dialogicdialogic discoursediscourse

MonologicMonologic discourse = traditional prose discourse = traditional prose 
One prevailing voice One prevailing voice 
Unitary style Unitary style 
Dialogic discourse / polyphonyDialogic discourse / polyphony
Medley of styles and voicesMedley of styles and voices
NarratorNarrator’’s voice alternating with s voice alternating with 
characterscharacters’’ voicesvoices
Different techniques : indirect speech, Different techniques : indirect speech, 
direct speech, free indirect speech, etcdirect speech, free indirect speech, etc



Narrative Narrative structurestructure

analepsisanalepsis vsvs prolepsisprolepsis
flashback flashback vsvs flashforwardflashforward

peripeteiaperipeteia
reversal = sudden shift from one reversal = sudden shift from one 
state of affairs to its opposite state of affairs to its opposite 



TranstextualityTranstextuality accordingaccording toto GenetteGenette

IntertextualityIntertextuality –– presencepresence of a text in of a text in 
anotheranother through through quotationquotation
ParatextualityParatextuality –– link textlink text--
paratext/frame/material paratext/frame/material surroundingsurrounding texttext
MetatextualityMetatextuality –– text text commentingcommenting otherother
textstexts
ArchitextualityArchitextuality –– link link texttext--genregenre//discoursediscourse
HypertextualityHypertextuality –– text (text (hypertexthypertext) ) indebtedindebted
toto a a precedentprecedent ((hypotexthypotext) through ) through parodyparody, , 
pastiche, sequel, pastiche, sequel, travestietravestie, caricature, , caricature, etcetc
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